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of Eden, and its creations are beautiful as well as
" very good ;" but when we pass from the Apostolic
to the following ages, it is as if we left the choicest
valleys of the earth, the quietest and most harmonious
scenery, and the most cultivated soil, for the luxuriant
wildernesses of Africa or Asia, the natural home or
kingdom of brute nature, uninfluenced by man.    Or
rather, it is a great injustice to the times of the Church,
to represent the contrast as so vast a one ; and Adam
might much more justly have been startled at the
various forms of life which were brought before him to
be named, than we may rationally presume to decide
that certain alleged miracles in the Church are not
really such, on the ground that they are unlike those
to which our eyes have been accustomed in Scripture.
There is far greater difference between the appearance
of a horse or an eagle and a monkey, or a lion and a
mouse, as they meet our eye, than between even the most
august of the Divine manifestations in Scripture and
the meanest and most fanciful of those legends which
we are accustomed without further examination to cast
aside.  Such contrary properties, or rather such impres-
sions of them on our minds, may be the necessary
consequence of Divine Agency moving on a system,
and not by isolated acts;  or the necessary conse-
quence of its deigning to work with or through the
eccentricities, the weaknesses, nay, the wilfulness, of
the human mind.   As, then, birds are different from